
Cornell Notes Assessment

Directions: Read the following passage and take notes on a blank sheet of notebook paper.
Life on Ancient Crete

“Out in the dark blue sea there lies a land called Crete, a rich and lovely land, washed by waves on every side, densely peopled and boasting ninety cities. . . . One of the ninety towns is a great city called Knossos, and there for nine years, King Minos ruled and enjoyed the friendship of almighty Zeus.” Thus in Homer’s Odyssey, Odysseus described to his wife Penelope the largest of the Greek islands. It is 150 miles wide by about twenty miles deep, south of the Greek Mainland. Modern Crete is still a rich and lovely land, but one hundred years ago no one believed the rest of Homer’s description about “densely populated and ninety cities,” yet today we know that Crete was the center of the earliest known European civilization, equaling those of Mesopotamia and Egypt. Around 1100 B.C.E. this brilliant world came to a sudden end struck down by nature or man. By the time Homer was writing circa 700 B.C.E. and later writings of Greek historians in the 5th c. B.C.E., memories of this early Greek civilization were dim. Stories about it were more like fairy tales than factual history. By about 3000 B.C.E. there were settlers on Crete, and by 2000 B.C.E. until 1100 B.C.E. it was the first important center of Greek civilization. As one of the most progressive societies of early history, their culture was devoted to pleasure not war. Knossos and other cities on Crete coexisted so harmoniously that protective walls were not necessary. Their language has not been deciphered yet by scholars, but it is referred to as Linear A compared with Greek called Linear B. It is a non-Greek language. With the damper climate on Crete, it meant that everyday objects have not survived as in the dry air of Egypt and Mesopotamia. It is assumed that royalty lived in palaces of several stories, large airy rooms, grouped around a central court. The Minoans were extremely advanced in plumbing as they had piped water, drainage, and the world’s first flush toilet. Terracotta bathtubs were shaped like ours. Their plastered walls were decorated with colorful frescoes of birds, flowers, and fish. The wealthy inhabited luxurious country mansions that were smaller versions of the palaces. How the poor lived we do not know as their houses have not survived. The Palace of Knossos as the presumed capitol city had hundreds of rooms, a swimming pool, parquet 5 floors, and was the seat of government and the religious center. There were workshops, warehouses for food, and enormous barrel-shaped pottery jars as high as a man to keep olive oil and grain in. Their tradition of making these vessels still persists today in Crete. Paved roads were built eleven feet wide to aid the Minoans in their daily activities. Sir Arthur Evans reconstructed several of the rooms, including the throne room, where the surrounding benches are nearly at the same level as the throne, indicating a more egalitarian society.
Taken from Ancient Greeks: Legacies, Minoans & Mycenaeans at http://web.clark.edu/afisher/HIST&126/Full%20Notes/HIST126-M10-Lecture-Greek1-LegaciesMinoansMycenaeans.pdf
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